I.

Although numerous studies of West African
Sufi orders have appeared in recent decades, the spiritual dimensions of Sufism have received relatively little attention from scholars. This situation has resulted in an unfortunate gap in our knowledge and understanding not only of Sufism itself, but also of the nature of a broad spectrum of West African Islamic belief and practice. This paper represents an effort toward beginning to fill this gap. Two primary themes are developed here: the first centres on efforts to define, conceptualize and understand Suf ism both as a set of ideas and as a method of However, this paper aioes not rely on the text of the book as written by Da and Cardaire for its data and interpretations.
Rather, the ensuing analysis rests almost exclusively on traditions about, or quotations attributed to, Tierno Bokar, as collected and recorded by Ba and Cardaire in Bandiagara. 4) One major argument in this paper is that these traditions are vehicles for Sufi teaching. The justification for this contention should become more clear as the paper proceeds; various local traditions will be interspersed with references to Aibu Hamid alGhazali, whose work appears to have been a fundamental influence
